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HARTFORD SCHOOL BOARD HEARING 


School Closure ‘A Travesty’ 


About 250 Protest Plan To Shutter Simpson-Waverly Elementary 


By KATHLEEN MEGAN 


kmegan@courant.com 


RUSSIA PROBE 


Bannon 
Mum In 
House 


Inquiry 
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of Education before a group of about ford North End Little League, told the 
250. “This is taking our family away....I board he found it disturbing that the 
come in here and you feel the love. I board would “even consider getting rid 
Parents, students, staff and volun- think this is going to do a disservice to ofa neighborhood school like this one... 
teers crowded into Simpson-Waverly our community. This is our heart. Go back and find a way to keep Simpson 
Elementary School Tuesday night to “Were here fighting and we’re not open... This should be a no-brainer for 
urge the school board not to close the going to let this end here tonight. ’m you. You should be able to go back and 
North End school. going to fight,” said Smith, who hashad find whatever it needs to take to keep 
“To me this is a travesty,’ Seprina three children attend the school anda this school open.” 
Smith, president of the Parent-Teacher daughter now in fourth grade. 


Organization, told the Hartford Board Louis Kelley, president of the Hart- SCHOOL, A4 


RIVERFRONT PARK 


SPEEDSKATER’S 


AFTER SEEING frozen Connecticut River floodwater in Riverfront Park in 
Hartford while driving to work Monday, Alan Valenti takes advantage of the ice 
Tuesday to train for an upcoming speedskating marathon he will participate in 
next month in Lake Placid. Officials continued to battle ice jams and river 
flooding in Kent and surrounding towns Tuesday. Parts of the state are also 


PARADISE 


facing up to 8 inches of snow Wednesday in a storm that should taper off by 
midday. Stories, Page B1. Forecast, Page A2 and at courant.com. 


Former Strategist 


By TOM LoBIANCO 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Former White House 
chief strategist Steve Bannon on Tuesday 
refused to answer a broad array of queries from 
the House Intelligence Committee about his 
time working for President Donald Trump, 
provoking a subpoena from the 
panel’s Republican chairman. 

The development brought to 
the forefront questions about 
White House efforts to control 
what the former adviser tells 
Congress about his time in 
Trump’s inner circle and 
whether Republicans on Capi- 
tol Hill would force the issue in 
light of the newly issued sub- 
poena from the GOP-controlled panel. 

The congressional subpoena came the same 
day The New York Times reported that Bannon 
— a former far-right media executive and 
recently scorned political adversary of the 
president’s — has been subpoenaed by special 
counsel Robert Mueller to testify before a 
federal grand jury. 

With the issuance of Mueller’s subpoena, 


L afi 


Bannon 


who served in the Trump White House to be 
called before a grand jury as part of the special 
counsel’s investigation. 

By itself, the move doesn’t confirm that 


ý Bannon became the highest-ranking person 


MARK MIRKO | MMIRKO@COURANT.COM BANNON, A4 


Portrait Of A 
Repeat Offender 


Kurt Claywell, Of 
Rowland Infamy, 
Gets 1 More Year 


By EDMUND H. MAHONY 


emahony@courant.com 


A Connecticut electrical con- 
tractor whose serial felonies 
have made him an enduring 
figure in the scandal that un- 


= CORRUPTION = 


seated former Gov. John G. 
Rowland is going back to prison, 
yet again. 

Kurt Claywell plied Rowland 
with thousand-dollar bottles of 
wine and Cuban cigars through 
the 1990s while growing wealthy 
on contracts at big public works 


projects, such as the Connecticut 
Juvenile Training School, a 
courthouse in Stamford, the 
Hartford Public Library, the Uni- 
versity of Connecticut and the 
U.S. Naval Submarine Base. 

But it is not gifts that have 
made Claywell a near contin- 
uous law enforcement target; in 
fact, he cooperated with an 
investigation of Rowland. 
Rather, prosecutors and others 
say he has become an unrelent- 
ing tax cheat and fraud artist. 

Claywell has been sentenced 
four times since 2000. U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Alvin W. Thompson 
made it five on Tuesday when he 
ordered Claywell back to prison 
for a year — not on a new 
criminal case, but for violating 


CLAYWELL, A4 


DOWNTOWN NEW BRITAIN 


A Fresh Start 27 Years Later 


Man Falsely Convicted Of Murder Opens Juicery, Deli 


By DON STACOM 


dstacom@courant.com 


EW BRITAIN — 
Mark Schand’s 
Sweetwater Juice 
and Deli in 
downtown New Britain is far 
more than another new 
business. It’s part of his return 
from a wrongful murder 
conviction that kept him 
imprisoned for 27 years. 

“This is part of the dream. 
Mark is an entrepreneur, he 
wanted to have a business, and 
he talked about that in prison 
all those years,” Schand’s wife, 
Mia, said Tuesday. 

Dozens of relatives, friends, 
downtown workers and city 


SWEETWATER, A4 


MARK SCHAND, who spent 27 years in prison on a murder charge 
that was later dismissed, hugs a customer at the grand opening of his 
new business, Sweetwater Juice and Deli, Tuesday in New Britain. 


Men Lose To Memphis 
The UConn men’s three-game 
winning streak ended on the road 


Tuesday night as Memphis beat the 


Huskies, 73-49. Sports, Page Cl 


Casino On Schedule 


MGM Resorts International moved 
into its Springfield offices, signaling 
it’s still on track to open a new casino 
in September. Business, Page A5 


Probe Continues 

Friends and family search for 
answers while police seek a suspect 
in a Hartford woman’s hit-and-run 
death. Connecticut, Page B3 


5-Year Delay Wrong 
Editorial: It’s outrageous that it took 
five years for state police to release a 
report on the 2012 Sandy Hook 
school shootings. Opinion, Page A7 
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Launch a game-changing career! 


Learn how to become a licensed casino dealer at 


the Massachusetts Casino Career Training Institute. 
Successful completion guarantees an audition = A 
with MGM Springfield. Come start your future today. Ter: h + 


Classes begin February 2018. 


Register for classes now at www.mccti.org 
For additional questions, call 413-552-2086 
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